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t’s called an Adventure Camp...

a training program at a privately-

owned enduro park dedicated

to those of us who ride the “Big
-nduros” like the BMW GS. And there I
was, standing on the foot pegs of BMW’s
newest motorcycle, index and middle fin-
Zers of each hand covering the clutch and
brake levers, traveling at a controlled rate
of speed on a narrow dirt trail. [ was pre-
paring to employ the technique for doing
a wheelie, lofting the front wheel over an
obstacle such as one frequently encoun-
ters in such terrain. When our talented
instructor had demonstrated the maneu-
ver on this very bike not more than five
minutes ago, he made it look easy. And,
although 1 was having a bit of difficulty
with this particular dirt riding technique,
it was the ability to acquire just this type
of skill that was being offered by this
unique training experience.

I was attending the RawHyde Adven-
ture Camp located on a 120-acre ranch
in the mountains north of Los Angeles.
The Adventure Camp is the brainchild
and passion of Jim Hyde, an enthusiastic,
gregarious and charismatic motorcyclist
who has for several years been operating
an adventure-oriented touring company
called RawHyde Adventures.

Hyde got into enduro tours when
he and Beach’s Motorcycle Adventures
decided to become partners in 2001.

Facing page (clockwise from top): 1. Execut-
ing maneuvers learned. 2. Successfully riding
up and down this hill without dumping it
was an impromptu part of the graduation
ceremony. It resulted in cheers and high-fives
all around. 3, From Jim Hyde’s perspective,
this is where the fun and adventure begins.
4. Holy Downhill, Batman! Can I really go
down this sucker without crashing? (I did.)
(Photo by Tom Reece)

“the RawHyde camypsite is
more like a four-star hotel
on wheels, complete with hot

showers and gowrmet meals,

RawHyde Adventure tours are multi-
day, 1,000-mile excursions through the
mountains and deserts of California.
The clients traverse dirt trails while
mounted on company-owned ATK Dual
Sport motorcycles. However, what sets
RawHyde apart from other adventure
tours where the end of the day is pitch-
ing a tent and eating beans from a can, is
that the RawHyde campsite is more like a
four-star hotel on wheels, complete with
hot showers and gourmet meals.

The idea for the training course I was
attending arose from the fact that Hyde
needed a place to evaluate the off-road
riding abilities of his clients, and he
needed an appropriate facility to conduct
some fundamental riding skill classes for
those who have signed up for an adven-
ture tour. The 60-acre enduro facility has
been designed and built for that specific
purpose. [t is from this background, and
spurred by an article authored by Court
Fisher that appeared in the April 2003
issue of BMW ON, that Jim began offer-
ing training courses to owners of adven-
ture touring motorcycles.

Court Fisher’s article featured infor-
mation on the BMW sponsored off-road
training schools located in Germany,
England, Italy, South Africa and Argen-
tina, noting that some of the training
sites provide training on one’s own or
rentable BMW Motorcycles. Fisher’s
article posed the question, Why not
the USA? Hyde read this article, noted
the question and began laying plans to
fill this void. What emerged is a multi-
day Adventure Riding Training Course
divided between skill building exercises
designed to develop specific off-road
riding techniques and real world practice
sessions where students are provided the
opportunity to implement the skills they

%

have been taught.

At the present time, RawHyde Adven-
tures is not able to offer rentable BMWs,
as are the BMW-sponsored schools
offered in other countries. So clients are
encouraged to use their own motorcycles
since the skills being taught will enable
the rider to learn the capabilities and
limitations of their own bike. However,
if the client is not able to ride a personal
motorcycle, such as flying in from out of
State, the ATKs and Suzukis are available
for rent at $135/day.

Participants of the RawHyde Adven-
ture Camp arrived at the training site on
Friday evening, giving everyone a chance
to get acquainted over the first of four
absolutely spectacular dinners we would
be served. Equally enjoyable breakfasts
and lunches were of course, also included.
At this time, we were assigned our sleep-
ing accommodations and provided with
an orientation on the activities for the
following four days. There was a vari-
ety of GS models ranging from an ’81
R80OGS to the '05 R1200GS on which [
was mounted, with 650, 1100 and 1150
BMWs making up the largest proportion
of motorcycles. Models from KTM and
Honda were also in the mix.

The 11 riders ranged in age from 28
to 66 with an average age of 48, a reflec-
tion of the demographics of the BMW
riding community in general. Although
many of the riders had done some oft-
road riding in the past, there were several
for whom this type of riding was a whole
new experience. The common denomi-
nator was a willingness to face new chal-
lenges with a sense of having fun.

Personally, the first decade of my
riding years was spent on dirt bikes in
the deserts and mountains of California,
but I had not done any off-road riding
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IDOING IDINRIY IDIZZIOS.

for over 20 years. I learned over the
course of Adventure Camp that not only
were these big, powerful 4-stroke bikes
very different, and generally superior to
the ring-ding-ding 2-strokes on which I
learned to ride (or more appropriately,
point, shoot and pray), but that being
self-taught I had a knowledge gap along
with some bad habits that needed to be
resolved.

In any learning experience, it is
advantageous to be taught by someone
who is tops in that particular field. This
was certainly the case for us because our
guest instructor for the first two days was
none other than Jimmy Lewis. Jimmy
was ably assisted in his teaching duties by
his charming wife, Heather and teen-age
protégé, Ryan Hanna.

Class sessions consisted of a build-
ing block series of exercises that were
first explained in detail, demonstrated
by Jimmy or one of his assistants, and
then practiced by us, with plenty of
coaching and encouragement along the
way. Whether we were accomplishing
lock-to-lock turns while standing on the
pegs, conquering a steep, rutted down-
hill section while using the front brake
and clutch to control speed, or turning
the bike around on a hill, we were being
instructed to slow down and coordinate
the use of the throttle, clutch and brakes
while at the same time shifting body
position and weight for optimum results.
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(Whew! It got a whole lot more compli-
cated than walking and chewing gum at
the same time.) Fortunately, we were all
able to achieve some level of success in
each exercise, although yours truly is still
working on getting the front wheel of
a big GS off the ground in a functional
wheelie.

The last half of Day 2 was spent on
a trail ride at the nearby Hungry Valley
OHV Park. This gave us the opportunity
to practice the skills we had acquired
thus far. This was also the theme of
Days 3 and 4 when we got away from
the training facility into real world off-
road riding. Conditions ranged from
smoothly-graded dirt, to rutted jeep
trails to single track, gnarly trails as well
as hills, sand and gravel challenged all of
us but defeated none. We were all having
a great time playing in the dirt.

Although the purpose of Adventure
Camp is to acquire and hone off-road
riding skills, there were other aspects
that added to enjoyment of the experi-
ence. As already mentioned, the food and
accommodations were first class and the
camaraderie among everyone was a sig-
nificant factor in providing such a mem-
orable time. Mealtimes always offered
the opportunity to swap stories and get
to know each other. Among the more
memorable conversations were those
shared with Jimmy and Heather Lewis.

From Jimmy we learned that the Paris
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The author being coached on the finer points of body and hand position by Jimmy Lewis.



Dakar Race is as much about team
tegy and mind games as high speed
durance riding. For example, since
.my had better navigation skills than
.1y of the riders on competitive teams,
would often find himself being fol-
ed by his rivals. This led to a tactic in
lich Jimmy along with one or more of
similarly outfitted teammates would
:ed off into the desert in a direction
aer than the correct one with a string
" competitors in hot pursuit. As some
2determined point and obstructed
»m his competitor’s view by the dust
yud he and his teammates were leaving
- their wake, Jimmy would peel off in
> correct direction while one or more
"his teammates continued laying a false
ail. By the time his competitors realized
at they had been duped, Jimmy had
. zked up valuable time, and his com-
*itors had to contend with getting back
~ course.

Heather told the story of Jimmy
~ding for days with torn tendons in
th forearms as well as a broken collar
one. When he finally finished the race,
« asked an official to verify that he had
“ydeed crossed the finish line, and upon
cing assured that he had said, “Good.

Now, please take me to the hospital.”
Other leisure and mealtime conver-
sations often centered on what we had
learned during the progression of Adven-
ture Camp. A few of the comments were:
“Got rid of some bad habits,” “Acquired
braking skills,” “Learned to slide the rear
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wheel to make a sharp turn,” “Increased
skills on multiple levels,” “Learned more
about the limits of my motorcycle,” “Lost
my fear of riding in the dirt,”“Learned to
use the clutch to control engine speed,”
“Gained confidence through technique,”
“Learned counter weighting,” “Learned
coordinated clutch and brake control”
and “Every dealer of an adventure tour-
ing motorcycle should be selling this
training course just as they sell accesso-
ries”

The MSF has a saying related to their
basic and experienced riding courses:
“The more you know, the better it gets.”
This certainly applies to my experience at
the RawHyde Adventure Camp, having
learned skills that provide far greater
proficiency and confidence in off-road
riding than [ had when I entered the gate
on Friday evening. Yup! I definitely think
I could get to like this Adventure Motor-
cycte Touring stuff.
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Definitely not roughing it. Air conditioned rooms with queen size beds on top — showers, toilets
and wash basins below. Camping just doesn’t get much better than this.

Not quite roughing it. Tents on top — stowage below.
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First morning of instructions.
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exchange only
% <8195 airheads
<remanufactured
3347 Anher [r,
Ceuthirde, AT, 35907  malselekl
256.442.8886

‘Borella Motorcycle
Paint ¢r Restoration

Specializing in recreating the factory paint
Jjob on your vintage or modern BMWs
o Sheetmetaf Restoration YJohn ‘Borella
o Fiberglass Repairs  Phone e Jax {Mw()} 774-5535
o ‘Plastic Welding 714 Providence Pike
o Glasurit ‘Paints Danielson, 7 06239
® Pinstriping UPS Duaily
o Rusty gas tanks reclaimed MOA #2879

BMW, HD & Triumph
-
RS ETU RS

ycle Rentals, LLC

Jlara Street, 5an Francisco, CA 94107

1 866.495.2774, Fax 415.495.2803
dubbelju@dubbelju.com
www.dubbelju.com

Rentals in EUROPE available

frogg toggs

OUTERW EAR

Rain Suits

$59°

* Waterproof
* Windproof
* Breathable
¢ Light Weight

www.froggshop.com

1-800-833-4685
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